Denial of Rights, Livelihoods of Pastoral Communities

Brief minutes Note on Campaign for Community Prayer

Organized a national level One-day Signature Campaign-cum-Community Prayer on 15th November 2005 from 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. at different localities of our country in favour of pastoralists for restoring traditional resource rights of pastoral communities to enable access to grazing and drinking water in common land / forest areas. SEVA Tamilnadu, LPPS, Rajasthan, and KRAPAVIS, Rajasthan organized this event jointly Totally 1258 members participated in the Community Prayer in 12 places of Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan states organized it jointly. (Please refer table below for details of place and members participated.) 

As a signatory to the United National Convention on Biological Diversity, India has committed itself to respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying tradition lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

Indigenous pastoral communities such as Rebaris/Raikas and Gujjars  in Rajasthan, Gaddis in Himachal, Vangujjaris in Uttaranchal, Konars of Tamil Nadu are guardian of native animal breeds (camels, Kankrej cattle, Gir cattle, Nari cattle, Malaimadu cattle, Neeli Ravi buffalo, Kachakatti black sheep, Pulikkulam cattle, Toda buffalo etc). They have been nurturing these species over generations. These animal breeds are known to survive local environment conditions and provide livelihoods to the local communities. These communities use indigenous knowledge in animal breeding, which are holistic and compliment to forest ecology and agro ecosystem. They benefit farmers by supplying organic manure (through penning), plough bullocks or means of local transport of agricultural produce.

The problems faced by indigenous pastoral communities/herders are summarized below:

1. Grazing permit is denied in traditional grazing sites now converted into protected areas / sanctuaries / JFM sites thereby pastoralists are unable to maintain native breeds of animals leading to acute threat to animal species including camels. It also denies access to animal drinking water resources located in the forests areas.

2. Pasture lands and Oran lands or animal drinking water ponds are encroached or converted to other purpose. Migration route of animals are blocked or herd-passing pathways are encroached.

3. Non-inclusion of pastoralists in forestry programs such as Joint Forest Management, Biodiversity Conservation, which have completely ignored the needs and rights of pastoralists in their forest development and protection plans. Forests are closed completely for tree planting and rotational grazing system is never adhered for providing alternative grazing sites through participatory process. Once forests are closed for planting, they are never reopened for animal grazing even after stipulated period of 5-7 years is completed from the date of planting. However, bribing becomes common at field level for allowing the animals to enter into the protected areas for grazing purpose. Those who are not bribing to lower level forest officials, the pastoralists are harassed and penalties imposed; false cases are booked against pastoral communities such as hunting, putting fire to the forests and man handling with officials leading to court cases and agonies.

Because of all the above reasons the pastoral communities are unable to lead traditional life style and therefore it leads to reduction in the population of animal species and breeds and loss of associated indigenous knowledge, which are otherwise essential for sustainable management of natural resources and livelihoods for the indigenous communities. Under such circumstances pastoralists are forced to sell cattle or camel to slaughter houses. This matter has been brought to the notice of Government at state and central level but there is no genuine enquiry on the problems faced by pastoral communities at all.

Particulars of Community Prayer held on 15-11-2005 for the Cause of Pastoralists in Various Places

	 Sl

No
	Place of Community Prayer
	No. of people participated

	1
	Gandhi Museum, Madurai, Tamil Nadu
	
51

	2
	Yadhava Krishna Community Hall, Seithur, Rajapalayam Taluk, Virudhunagar District, Tamil Nadu
	
52

	3
	Yadhava Community Hall (Kannan Temple), Sethunarayanapuram, Srivilliputhur Taluk, Virudhunagar District, Tamil Nadu
	
35

	4
	Our Lady of Snows Church, Rayappanpatti, Uttamapalayam Taluk, Theni District, Tamil Nadu
	
106

	5
	Mariamman Temple, Umbalachery, Vedaranyam Taluk, Nagapattinam District, Tamil Nadu
	
12

	6
	Community Hall, Neerkasimund, Ooty, Tamil Nadu
	
10

	7
	Koppanaswamy Kovil, Reddiar Chatram, Dindigul District, Tamil Nadu
	
2

	8
	Raikas Temple near Pushkar Fair, Rajasthan
	
205

	9
	LPPS Community Centre, Sadri, Pali District, Rajasthan
	
120

	10
	Bhopal Ghat (near Jodhpur), Rajasthan
	
45

	11
	15 Villages in Pali District, Rajasthan
	
550

	12
	KRAPAVIS Centre Bakhptura, Alwar, Rajasthan
	
70

	
	Total
	
1258


In the follow up of this One-day Signature Campaign-cum-Community Prayer, it was decided to hold a dialogue between Parliamentarians, Political Leaders & Policy.

